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It looks like it’s finally happening - state
borders are starting to open to further
states. With the Northern Territory allowing
people from greater Sydney from October,
and rumblings coming out of South
Australia that they will soon be allowing
more interstate travellers.

Some of our great Aussie tour operators
have pivoted and are offering some brilliant
domestic products - short tours, longer
discovery tours and exclusive short breaks.
So it’s time to start booking a holiday, with
November being a fantastic time to travel,
especially for those without school age kids,
or retirees. Or start planning for 2021, call
7 your travel agent and get them to help you
i g ket T L - dgude where you can be stretching your

. - — \‘ > wings to next.
—— = This weeks issue has some great
inspiration for future travels with our

FI'()m the feature story on local Gin distilleries, we

have four ‘long’ rail journeys worth taking,

PubliSheI‘ and if food on a cruise is important check

out our comparison of steak restaurants on
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Sip champagne in Champagne

Those heading to France’'s Champagne wine region are usually only heading there for
one reason - to clap both eyeballs and taste buds on the sparkling wine produced in the
country’s northeast. We've selected three of the best Champagne tours to check out when
you are next in that neck of the woods.

E-bike day trip

For those happy to mixin a
little bit of exercise with their
enotourism, A la Francaise
operates a day trip around
Champagne on an e-bike,
which includes lunch, a stop
at two producers, and a visit
to the village of Hautvilliers,
ex Reims. The tour lasts 10
hours, and includes a total of
eight Champagne tastings, as
well as a visit to the home of
Dom Perignon.
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Small Group day tour

Another tour departing from
Reims, France Intense’s take
on Champagne explores

two of the region’s best-
known sparkling wine
producers, Moet & Chandon
and Taittinger. Also visiting
the Avenue de Champagne

in Epernay, this eight-hour
tour offers transport in an
airconditioned minivan, and
limits itself to eight travellers
per departure, which ensures
personalised attention.

90 minute visit

For those who may not
have half a day to devote to
wine tasting, this 90-minute
tour with In Vox Veritas is
known for allowing its guests
to avoid the crowds, as it
explores a cellar dug by hand
in the region’s chalky soil.
Led by an interactive and
passionate guide, travellers
will taste three Grand Cru
Champagnes across an hour
and a half, we think that’s
pretty good value!

Help for Kiwi
travellers

Travel agents in New
Zealand have been thrown
a lifeline by the Kiwi
government, which has
agreed to help fund them
in their efforts to secure
refunds and credits for their
customers whose travel plans
have been crushed by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Just as in Australia, agencies
across the Tasman have had
their businesses shattered
by coronavirus but have
continued to work on their
clients’ behalf to secure
refunds from suppliers.

Almost NZ$50 million
in funding has now been
provided to help them out,

with agents to be paid a small
percentage of any refunds or
credits which will help them
to keep business afloat.

It's estimated that about
$700 million in prepaid
holiday funds is being held by
overseas suppliers, which the
NZ government hopes will be
diverted into local spending
as a result of the initiative.

Cruising gets
even cleaner

Despite the disruption of
COVID-19, the world’s cruise
lines have continued to
improve their environmental
credentials, with Cruise Lines
International Association
(CLIA) last week releasing its
annual sustainability report.

Compiled by Oxford
Economics, the study tracks
work by global cruise
operators investing in new
technologies including
cleaner fuels, exhaust gas
systems, food recycling,
shoreside power & advanced
wastewater systems.

The expansion of the global
passenger cruise fleet has
seen the investment of over
US$23.5 billion in vessels
offering greater efficiency, an
increase of $1.5 billion in just
the last 12 months.

CLIA said the report
reflected its firm belief that
it is “integral, urgent and
feasible to balance fostering
growth with policy and
technology changes that help
preserve the air and oceans in
which the industry operates”.
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Top: The distilling
process at Archie
Rose Distilling

Co ©Destination
NSW

Left: Visit Earp
Distilling Co
©Earp Distilling
Co

Right: Enjoy
drinks mixed
using Archie Rose
gin ©Destination
NSW

Wipe that gin off

your face

The experience of meeting the maker, tasting their creations, and
picking up a bottle or two to take home is no longer restricted to the
world of wine. Craft gin distilling has gathered pace in Australia, with
a collection of hidden gems producing quality products scattered
around the country. We've uncovered some of the gin distilleries

which are making a splash.

New South Wales

Archie Rose Distilling Co.

Archie Rose produces a range of gins,
whiskies, vodkas and rums and lays claim
to being “Australia’s most highly awarded
distillery”. Founded in 2014 and located in
Rosebery, Sydney, the distillery welcomes
visitors looking to learn about the process
and range and try their hand at creating their
own spirit onsite. The blend your own gin
class walks visitors through the history of gin
and how it's made at Archie Rose, followed
by the chance to blend a selection of Archie

Rose’s pure botanical distillates to create
their own signature blends.

Earp Distilling Co.

Newcastle’s Earp Distilling Co bar and
distillery was created to share the mysteries
of the distilling world with its visitors.

The tasting bar adjoins the distillery and
lab, with viewing windows showcasing the
distillery operations. Visitors can kick back
for a guided tour, tour and tasting, or for the
full experience, a three-hour class at “Spirit
School” which sees participants distil their
own gin.
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Victoria

The Whiskery

The Whiskery is the cellar door for
Bellarine Distillery and is setin a
restored original farm shed. The distillery
was established in 2015 as the first on
the Bellarine Peninsula. It was also the
first in the greater Geelong region since
the closure of Corio Distillery in the
1980’s. A range of botanicals are grown
on the property and combined with other
Australian botanicals and flavours the
world to create unique gins.

Queensland

Kalki Moon Distilling &
Brewing Company

Bundaberg is known as Australia’s rum
capital, but it is also home to Kalki Moon
Distilling & Brewing, which produces
gin, vodka and liqueurs. The small batch
distillery focuses on quality over quantity
and uses premium ingredients in its gin,
including lemon myrtle, cinnamon myrtle,
ginger and native finger limes. Kalki Moon
shares its passion through free guided
tours, which are followed by a tasting.

Western Australia

Margaret River Distilling
Company

Margaret River Distilling Company
is the distillery behind Giniversity
Gin, which is known for using native
botanicals to add a local twist. The
Giniversity experience invites its students
to mix and match botanicals and each
“graduate” leaves with a bottle of gin that
reflects their own personality and palate.
Experiences include a blending class
and distillation class. Next door to the
distillery there is also four-star chalets
available, which are set amongst seven
acres of natural bushland.
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Top: Kangaroo Island
Spirits ©Meaghan
Coles/South Australia
Tourism Commission

Middle from left to
right: The Whiskery
©Chris McConville/
Visit Victoria;
Distillery Door at Big
River Distilling Co;
Nonesuch Distillery
©Kathryn Leahy/
Tourism Tasmania

Bottom from left:
Kalki Moon’s products
©Kalki Moon
Distilling & Brewing
Company; learning
about the distilling
process at Margaret
River Distilling
Company ©Tourism
Western Australia

Tasmania

Nonesuch Distillery

Located just 15 minutes from Hobart
Airport, Nonesuch Distillery combines
local botanicals alongside more traditional
ingredients. This saw it develop its Sloe
Gin, made using sloe fruit picked from old
hedgerows around the state. The fruit is
then soaked in gin until the ideal colour,
taste and aroma are achieved. Visitors are
invited to step inside the craft distillery to
meet the founder or distiller to learn how
its gins and whiskies are produced and to
taste the range.

South Australia

Kangaroo Island Spirits

Kangaroo Island Spirits opened as South
Australia’s first boutique distillery in 2006.
Gin is the distillery’s headliner, but it also
produces a variety of liqueurs and vodkas.
Kangaroo Island Spirits has an emphasis
on using local and native ingredients and
produces gin distilled using mulberries
and native juniper. Pop into the distillery
for a blend your own gin experiences or
book a table for a group in the Gin Garden
to sample some signature cocktails.

Australian Capital
Territory

Big River Distilling Co.

Big River Distilling Co. creates artisan
spirits using quality ingredients and
developed by an ex-winemaker. Drop
into the Distillery Door at Big River,
located near where the Molonglo River
and Lake Burley Griffin join, for a guided
tasting of its gins and vodka. For a more
comprehensive experience, book a tour
and tasting to learn about the science
behind making gin with the founder and
distiller, followed by a tasting of three of
Big River’s core range of spirits.
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Take four

Enjoy the journey and the destination with four of
the world’s longest train routes.

Indian Pacific:
Sydney to Perth,
Australia

Spanning the entire continent of
Australia, the Indian Pacific explores
the vast wilderness of our sunburnt
country. The sheer distance is most
apparent as it crosses the Nullabor
and travels the longest stretch of
straight railway track in the world,
when passengers will not see a bend
for 478km. The route includes stops
in Broken Hill, Adelaide, Port Augusta
and Kalgoorlie.
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The Trans-
Siberian: Moscow
to Vladivostok,

Russia

The grand-daddy of them all, the
legendary Trans-Siberian rail journey
spans seven timezones and takes six
days as it departs from Moscow on

The Canadian:

TOI'OIlt() tO its journey to the far eastern Russian
port city of Vladivostok. The scenery

Vancouvere includes the Ural Mountains and Lake

Canada Baikal, the largest freshwater lake in

the world. Popular alternatives to the
route include the Trans-Mongolian
to Beijing and even an option from
Moscow to Pyongyang in North Korea.

Travelling accross three-quarters

of the world’s second-largest
country, The Canadian is an epic
journey that sets out from Toronto’s
Union Station. The train crosses
amazing scenery as it passes
through the Prairies and the Rocky
Mountains before it hits the coast
and Vancouver. The ride is further
enhanced by sleeper cars and the

chance of seeing moose, deer and Califgrnia Zephyr:

even bears from the windows. o
Emeryville (San
Francisco) to

Chicago, USA

Taking a little more than two days,
one of the longest train journeys in
the United States traverses the range
of landscapes America has to offer.
From the beaches in California, the
journey passes by the Colorado River,
the Rockies and the Sierra Nevada
range as it makes steam through eight
states to America’s third largest city,
Chicago.
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Keep vour cruising dream alive

Dining is a key part of your cruising experience, so to help you choose which ship you should sail on next, we're bringing you a series of comparisons of
onboard dining. This week, take a look at the steakhouse dining options onboard premium cruise ships.

Polo Grill

Oceania Cruises

If you take what you would imagine every
good steakhouse to be and then make it

a reality you end up with Polo Grill. The
restaurant is everything you would think

of when it comes to steakhouses, from fine
wood panelled décor and burgundy leather
chairs to of course, USDA Prime dry-aged beef
and classic sides. You can choose your cut of
meat, from tender filet mignon to the massive
320z (almost 1kg) porterhouse which will be
cooked to your specification, or enjoy seafood
classics like grilled swordfish or whole Maine
Lobster Gratinee. Polo Grill is available for no
additional charge but bookings are required.

T
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Crown Grill
Princess Cruises

They always say its good to know where your
food comes from, and Princess’s Crown Grill
takes that literally, allowing guests to choose
their own cut of meat from a platter and watch
as chefs prepare their meal in the theatre-
style kitchen. Cuts include New York strip and
filet mignon, meaning you're sure to find a
steak to suit your fancy. If beef isn't your thing,
there’s still plenty of delicious options on the
menu including grilled tiger prawns, Maine
lobster tail and New Zealand lamb chops.
There's a cover charge of $29 per person and
the restaurant is only open for dinner.

Fine Cut

Steakhouse
Celebrity Cruises

Fine Cut Steakhouse offers an upscale
American steakhouse dining experience and
is open for brunch, lunch and dinner on
board Celebrity Edge and Celebrity Apex. The
venue has a wide selection of quality meats
to the freshest, premium seafood. A highlight
from the grill is the Tomahawk Ribeye for
two and the 30-day dry-aged prime strip
steak. There’s also grass-fed lamb chops, pan
roasted main lobster tail with lemon sauce
and a selection of fresh, premium seafood to
choose from. A cover charge applies.

Steakhouse at the
Verandah

Cunard

Ideal for a special occasion, the menu at
Steakhouse at The Verandah features quality
meat and seafood for lunch or dinner at an
additional cost. The restaurant showcases
fine cuisine of the US, British Isles and
Australia, with specialties such as prime
USDA grain finished New York strip steak and
Alaskan king crab, alongside Salt Marsh lamb
rack and Wagyu beef.
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Pinnacle Grill
Holland America
Line

Promising to be “the ultimate
steakhouse at sea”, Pinnacle Grill
pairs steak, seafood and wine
inspired by America’s Pacific
Northwest. The menu focuses on
premium ingredients, from wild-

caught king salmon from Alaska
to sustainably raised beef from

Washington State’s Double R Ranch.

Available across the fleet for an
additional cost of $15 for lunch and
$39 for dinner, each evening offers

signature recipes of Culinary Council

Chef David Burke.
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Prime C
Azamara Club
Cruises

Steaks, crab cakes and lobster
bisque headline the menu at Prime
C, followed by mini cinnamon-

sugar donuts with dipping sauces
for dessert. Available for dinner on
Azamara Quest, Azamara Journey
and Azamara Pursuit, Prime C has a
warm wood-panelled ambiance with
stunning views and lush decor. If
the chef has been to a local market
while in port, guests are treated to
an authentic local dish, too. Specialty
dining on Azamara is complimentary
for suite guests and for others, there
is a $30 per person charge, with
reservations highly recommended.
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Where in the world? Sudoku

The aim of Sudoku is to complete the entire
grid using the numbers 1-9. Each number

Where in the world? EASY

The aim of Sudoku is to complete the entire
grid using the numbers 1-9. Each number

The bridge is most famous for being the
location of an annual diving competition,
which initially was for the young men of
the town, but since 2015 has become a
stop on the Red Bull Cliff Diving World
Series tour. The centre of the bridge is
20m from the water, which is very cold

can only be used once in each row, column

and box.
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www.sudokuoftheday.com — visit them and get a new Sudoku every day!

This is the back of a very famous natural
landmark. Hiking to the top of this icon
is @ must-do for keen adventurers, and
it's certainly not an experience for those
who are afraid of heights, with part of
the hike to the top requiring a traverse
up two metal cables or ladders to the
summit. Where in the world is this?

can only be used once in each row, column
and box.
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www.sudokuoftheday.com — visit them and get a new Sudoku every day!

even in summer. Do you know where this
bridge is?

Pub quiz

1. Which Australian state or territory shares a border with almost all others?
. 2. Which airline was founded as Inter-Island Airways in 1929?

PUb QUIZ 3. What is the animal depicted in Qatar Airways’ logo?
1. “The Garden State” is a moniker shared by which Australian and US states? 4. True or false: Antarctica is twice as big as Australia?
2. In 1963, Singapore briefly joined which country? 5. Malaysia is split into two regions: East Malaysia and Peninsula Malaysia. Which region
3. The lira is the former currency of Italy, which swapped it for the Euro in 2002, and is the capital Kuala Lumpur in?

which other country, which discarded it in 19807 6. Modern Singapore was founded in 1819 by which British statesman?

Myanmar was granted independence from which country in 1948? 7. The indigenous name of what city is Tamaki Makaurau?

Frasier was set in which US city? 8. What tourist attraction is also a sacred site for the Pitjantjatjara people?

Which country includes the autonomous archipelagos of Azores and Madeira? 9. 1998 was the last time Hobart Airport hosted a regularly scheduled international

service. To which city was it?
10. The Canary Islands is an archipelago belonging to which country?

New Delhi’s main airport is named after who?
On average, what is the windiest continent on earth?

Which two countries made up the nation sometimes known as the ‘Dual Monarchy’,
which existed until after World War 1?

10. With the cessation of Australian low-cost carrier Jetstar, there are now only four
Jetstar brands left. Name them. -+

11. What country does this collection of pictures spell out?

© 0 N o v o»

11. What country does this collection of pictures spell out?
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Pub quiz Flying word search

1. The platypus is the state animal of which Australian state? X SIA|/F|E|T|Y|C|/A|R|D|T|T | O|T See if you can find these
2. JRD Tata founded which airline in 1932, which he initially named after himself? ElTlilplklclolclhBlolrRIXINIA \r/]vor.ds. Tthﬁy arethldclilen .
o . orizontally, vertically an
3. What city is also known as Krung Thep Maha Nakhon, or more simply Krung Thep? M Glelule Yol ElL olklaly m diagonally, forwards and
4. The largest lizard species on earth is named after what island? backwards.
5. The jersey of the soccer team SSC Napoli is adorned with the logo of which locally- MITIA|lQEJE/RIYTTLIKIDISTEE
founded travel brand? ZIO/IRIGIEIAIDI PILIXINIGIEI|LIN
6. Which Southeast Asian kingdom includes the cities of Thimphu and Phuntsholing? G kKloalglwipl ElJ I EIF xlalLl
7. True or false: your jet lag is likely to be worse if you travel from west to east?
8. Which is the largest of the Greek islands? NJCIY RIYJUIYIPITIZIS|SITIAIT
9. Adelaide Airport sits adjacent to what beach? b/S| Y AG T LT HO|T C|B|G I
10. The Great Southern is a passenger rail service which launched in December between O/V/E/RIH|E|A/D/ L|O/C K| E|RJE
which two cities?
X/V|J|F|B|/T|L|B|N/F/N/U|L|HI|S
XV X|SIHU|X|U|IL|AJU E|T|K]|K
QDM G| O|W G D/ E|H K|S |E]|I
. -9 S|IL|I|F/E|J|A C|K| E|T|F|G|P|T
WhOSC ﬂag 1S thlS. S ' LIS|S|A GINIII/D RIA|lOIB|P
How many words can you make out of Fikls A/MINIElgly XxlolJs!lw!ly L
these nine letters? Every word needs
to include the centre letter, have four
letters or more and not be a proper AMENITIESKIT GALLEY LIFEJACKET SAFETYCARD
noun or a plural. You can only use each BOARDINGPASS HANDLUGGAGE OVERHEADLOCKER SEATBELT
letter once. COCKPIT HEADPHONES OXYGENMASK TRAYTABLE
FLIGHTATTENDANT LEGROOM PILOT TROLLEY

HiM|C
AP N
G A|E

Good - 14 words
Very good - 21 words
Excellent - 28 words

NOTE: We've used Chambers Dictionary
to decide what words are acceptable.
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This flag has the same design but reverse
colours of the flag of Thailand, and the
two countries share more than just similar
flags, with both nations enjoying a tropical
climate (though they are in opposite
hemispheres).

The design of this flag is inspired by both
the flags of France and Argentina and the
government of the country flies a different
version of the flag, with a coat of arms
added.

Do you know whose flag is this?

Whose flag is
this?

This flag looks very similar
to the Japanese flag, except
with a green background,
but it's the circle which is
slightly off-centre that will
disturb symmetry-lovers.
The reason for the circle’s
position, is so that when
the flag is flying it appears
centred. Do you know whose
flag this is?
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This building is the setting of a novel which has
been turned into famous musical by Andrew
Lloyd Webber.

It also plays host to a number of musical
performances each year.

The building was constructed from 1861 to 1875
and among other building constructed in the city
at the same time it was the most expensive and
seen as one of the more magnificent.

Can you tell us what this building is and where it
is located?

Know your brands

Unscramble

How many words can you make out
of these nine letters? Every word
needs to include the centre letter,
have four letters or more and not
be a proper noun or a plural. You
can only use each letter once.

C AT
T/H R

Good - 26 words
Very good - 39 words
Excellent - 51 words

NOTE: We've used Chambers Dictionary to
decide what words are acceptable.

Logos are the main way that companies distinguish themselves, and some logos are so
famous that you don'’t even need to see the company’s name to know who it is.

See if you can identify these four logos.

0‘0
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All answers are on page 24

Make it at home

In these stressful times, we’re often looking
for a drink, so why not make one of our
unique cocktail recipes at home!

Ingredients

Y4 cup mint leaves
3. 0z honey

%, 0z lime juice
174 cups water
2%~ 0zgin

1tsp matcha

Ice cubes

Zen Time
Gin

This week’s cocktail is
a gin-based drink and
hopefully will bring
you a bit of zen. The
cocktail combines
matcha with gin and
lime and even better,
doesn’t require any
special cocktail-
making equipment - a
smoothie shaker or
blender bottle will do.

Method

Add ingredients to cocktail shaker (or smoothie shaker or
blender bottle) and shake until all the matcha is dissolved.
Strain into a glass and add ice cubes and extra mint to garnish.
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Puzzle answers F e l Z-n g, | .
inspired?

Page 16 Page 18

Pub quiz: 1 New Jersey and Victoria, 2 Pub quiz: 1 New South Wales, 2 Air India, 3
Malaysia, 3 Israel, 4 United Kingdom, 5 Bangkok, 4 Komodo, 5 MSC Cruises, 6 Bhutan,
Seattle, 6 Portugal, 7 Indira Gandhi, 8 7 True, 8 Crete, 9 West Beach, 10 Adelaide and
Antarctica, 9 Austria and Hungary, 10 Jetstar Brisbane . ,
Asia, Jetstar Japan, Jetstar Hong Kong and : l l - l
Jetstar Pacific Unscramble: agape, apace, camp, cape, ContaCt your Oca t?ave _
champ, CHAMPAGNE, chap, chapman, cheap, l :
Where in the world: Stari Most, Mostar, encamp, gamp, gape, heap, hemp, napa, agent tO Start p annlng
Bosnia and Herzegovina nape, neap, pace, paean, pagan, page, ; d h l'd
panache, pane, pang, peach, pean, pecan, your neXt I'eam O l ay
Sudoku: [2]8]7]8[5]6]9]4]1 phage .
1]8]5[9]4]2][7]6]3 . :
ale6lal1]3]7]5]2]s o .
—ToT1lals 316 ols Whose flag is this: Costa Rica
slal6|5]2[1]4]8]7
3[5|4]6]7|9]1]8]2
9[7]3]2]6[5]8]1]4 PageIQ
6/4]2|7][1]8]3]5]9 o
=1 Tslslolal2l716 Whose flag is this: Bangladesh
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Know your brands: 1 Pepsi, 2 Adidas, 3
Volkswagen, 4 Dropbox

Page 17

Pub quiz: 1 South Australia,
2 Hawaiian Airlines, 3 An oryx, 4 True, 5 East

Malaysia, 6 Stamford Raffles, 7 Auckland, 8 Where in the world: Palais Garnier, Paris,

Uluru, 9 Christchurch, 10 Spain, 11 Japan (jar +
pan)

Where in the world: Half Dome, Yosemite
National Park, California, USA

Sudoku:

WD |N|= POk |o|C
(<=} e=Rue1 B I S N R e [\ R ey o]
=S| |N(fO|o|w|a|t| N
DN ||| [CO|O|M
XM |N|D(O[= W]
o= ([N~ lo®
BN |O (N[O =
N2 |lo|la| N[ lo| e
RN D|O|W(= O]

France

Unscramble: ache, achier, aitch, arch,
ARCHITECT, cache, cachet, catch, catcher,
catchier, chair, char, chart, chat, chatter,
chattier, cheat, chert, chic, chit, each, earth,
echt, etch, ethic, hair, hare, hart, hate, hater,
hatter, hear, heart, heat, hectic, heir, hire,
itch, ratchet, reach, retch, rhea, rich, teach,
tech, that, their, theta, threat, thrice, tithe
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