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Well I'm very excited! | have just booked
a few days away — INTERSTATE! In early
December I'm heading up to Uluru for a
few nights. Yes - it is going to be hot but
it will be amazing. | have been before for
work back in 2013, but this will be a chance
to explore further and discover more of
what the area has to offer. | can’'t wait to
see the ‘Field of Light’ art installation, as
well as immerse myself in aboriginal art at
the new ‘Gallery of Central Australia’ which
is opening very soon. There are some
fantastic deals available including airfare
and accommodation, so now is the time to
take advantage and see your travel agent
to book something.

This week for cruisers we take a look at
[ [ [): the Asian specialty restaurants on luxury
s cruise ships. This will get you inspired

- Sxisit Vigiptia From the to start thinking about that next cruise -

hopefully in 2021. Our feature story is one
PUbliSher for the surfers — looking at some of the
best breaks across the country to suit all
. levels of ability. Plus loads more.
Je N ny PI pe r Enjoy this week’s issue and don't forget
to follow us on Facebook and Instagram

(@travelcruiseweekly) for more stories to
inspire your travel.
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Photos courtesy of Curioseety

Parmesan in Parma

Parmigiano-Reggiano, or Parmesan, has
been called the ‘King of Cheeses’, and even
by some, a “practically perfect food”. With
that review, it would be rude not to sample
some while in Italy, and if you're in Parma, it
borders on treasonous not to have a taste.

While in the region there are plenty of ways
to experience this delicacy, one of which is
on Curioseety’s Parmigiano Reggiano cheese
tasting tour. The tour takes travellers behind
how the cheese is made, across a two-hour
visit around a cheese factory in Parma. The
tour is capped off with a cheese tasting,
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accompanied by local wine and honey. The
perfect ending!

For those who prefer a tad more autonomy,
Maestro Travel Experience offers a self-drive
tour, which in addition to the traditional
flavours of Parmesan, also includes
prosciutto, another of Parma’s most popular
exports. For those wanting to go the extra
mile on this tour, you can also add on a visit
to an ancient vinegar production house,
where waiting for you is balsamic vinegar of a
variety of different ages — another of Parma’s
most famous gastronomic productions.

Come back
and play!

Destination Gold Coast
is eagerly anticipating the
reopening of the Queensland
border, and has launched
its biggest ever domestic
campaign to entice travellers
to return in the hope of
revitalising the region’s $6
billion tourism economy.

The Come Back and
Play initiative includes a
partnership with Accor
Hotels, with affordable
deals at Gold Coast Peppers,
Mantra and BreakFree hotels,
resorts and apartments.

Next weekend a special 32-
page printed supplement will
feature in Brisbane, Sydney
and Adelaide newspapers,

and the campaign also
includes TV and radio ads as
well as digital billboards and
in social media.

Gold Coast Mayor Tom
Tate said “we are open for
business and as the country
continues to open up we
hope our tourism operators
enjoy a bumper summer”.

P&O 1o grow

P&O Cruises is gearing up
for the return of cruising,
bringing forward the arrival
of two new ships which will
now join the fleet in the first
half of 2021.

The new Pacific Adventure
and Pacific Encounter - both
former Princess Cruises ships
- will join Pacific Explorer,
with cruises now on sale

aboard all three vessels.

The company said the
additions represented a step-
change for its local operation
and a sign of confidence in
the Australian cruise market.

“This investment in our
fleet is a demonstration
that P&O Cruises Australia
is ready to lead the industry
in bouncing back when
government and health
authorities agree it is
appropriate to begin sailing
again with protocols in
place,” said P&O Australia
President Sture Myrmell.

“It is also a mark of respect
for our many loyal guests
as well as crew, fresh food
suppliers, entertainers
and musicians, shore tour
operators and port logistics
partners,” he added.
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Grab a break
from the bustle

The truly difficult prospect for surfers in Australia is
not trying to find the perfect break, but rather choosing
which of the thousands of amazing spots to explore
first. As Adam Bishop discovers, the country’s seemingly
endless rugged coastal terrain makes for a tantalising
range of reefs and surf spots to check out, with famed
points located in every state, guaranteed to suit the

. tastes of all levels of board rider.
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Lennox Head, NSW

Considered one of the country’s best right
handers, the waves at Lennox Head are not
for the faint-hearted. Expert riders describe
the break here as one of the fastest in the
state, delivering a long sweeping surf with
plenty of barrels along the way. Only the
experienced should attempt the swell at
Lennox however, especially when the bigger
waves are rumbling in on the back of the
north easterly/southern winds. Occasionally
the NE winds will combine with SW and
result in what the hardcore surfers describe
as “primo” conditions, creating a more
unpredictable bendy journey reserved for
the canny and courageous riders willing to
see them out to the end. For the amateurs
looking for a ride, Lennox Head still offers
some decent value though, with plenty of

Opposite: Beginners can
enjoy surfing at Lennox
Head as long as they
stick to the shallows
©Tourism Australia

Top: Bells Beach is one
of the most famous

surf breaks in Australia,
home to the Rip Curl Pro
©Tourism Victoria

Bottom: Lennox Head
suits more advanced
surfers, with a big swell
©Destination NSW/The
Legendary Pacific Coast

smaller beach breaks nearby to play around
with in the shallows.

Bells Beach, Victoria

This beach is a must-visit for riders, not
just because it was depicted in the final
scene of surfing cinematic royalty Point Break
(actually filmed in Cannon Beach Oregon),
but also because it is renowned as one of
the best breaks in the Southern Hemisphere.
Bells Beach in Victoria is best known for
hosting a range of professional competitions,
such as Rip Curl Pro Bells Beach, and has
been a popular place to hang ten going back
a long time. Even before the Second World
War broke out, adventurers from Torquay
would make their way to Bells through what
was a fairly inhospitable coastline at the time
to take on the brutal swell. That all changed

Travel & Cruise Weekly Keep Dreaming 029 9




in 1960, when Olympic wrestler Joe
Sweeney hired a bulldozer and cleared

a road along the Bells cliff, forever
making this break more accessible to the
mainstream surfing community. These
days, it's easy to enjoy Bells’ booming
swells that crunch between its iconic red
clay cliffs. The best conditions are in the
autumn at Bells, located an 80-minute
drive from Melbourne.

Kirra Beach,
Queensland

This beautiful boomerang shaped
beach was once home to the great Mark
Occhilupo, winner of the Rip Curl Pro
tour at Bells Beach in 1998. This beach
is no stranger to some great swells, with
locals labelling it the spiritual home
of the “perfect wave”. Sadly, erosion
over the last 10 years has resulted in
the perfect glassy waves running less
often than they once did, but when the
conditions are ripe, Kirra still offers up
some of the world’s best examples of
big wave riding opportunities. When it's
running, the experienced wave cutters
are often seen being towed onto the
monster swell with the help of jet skis
and speed boats. Another appeal of Kirra
is the fact it hasn’t fallen prey to the
prevailing glitz and glamour evident at
many other popular Queensland beach
spots, with old-school accommodation
and weathered beach shacks still on
offer for surfers checking in to this
decidedly laid-back vibe. And just like
its boomerang shape, this is one beach
guaranteed to make sure you come back
time and time again.

Cape Kersaint,
South Australia

Okay, so getting to this one is a little
trickier than your standard beach, but
believe us, it is well worth the trek!
Located off the coast of Kangaroo
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Clockwise
from top:
Scarborough
Beach suits
families

and teens
©Tourism WA

Cape Kersaint
is a hidden
gem off the
coast of
Kangaroo
Island ©SATC

Scarborough
Beach is
patrolled by
lifequards
©Tourism WA

Kirra Beach is
less crowded
than other
spots on the
Gold Coast
©Tourism
Australia

Island, winter is the best time of the
year to visit this hidden gem, where
offshore winds that blow from the north
collide with the southern surge, creating
a consistent swell. It is worth mentioning
that when she’s up and running at full
speed, this break is only for the gun
board riders. The rumbling walls of
water hurl themselves at the rock shelf
here with ballistic thrust, but there's a
perfect barrel on offer for those brave
enough to snatch a ride before the
dramatic wipe out. Hazards here include
rips, rocks and sharks - the surfer’s holy
trinity of terror.

Scarborough Beach,
Western Australia

Scarborough Beach is a firm favourite
with families and teens in WA, providing
a consistent set of moderate-sized waves
to play around on all year round. It is not
uncommon to find all types of riders on
the break at Scarborough, surfers co-
mingling with body boarders, swimmers
and body surfers alike. Those wanting to
mix things up a bit even more can ditch
the fibreglass for a few hours and go for
a session or two of kite or wind surfing
- both are very popular on this stretch
of sandy white paradise - especially in
the windier afternoons. Scarborough is
regularly patrolled by lifeguards, making
this beach well suited to the travelling
family wanting a more relaxed day in the
sun, where mum and dad can casually
sling a few board on the roof racks, while
the kids can muck around in the sands
or the shallows. The appeal in travelling
here goes far beyond its golden sand
and swell, with a foreshore of cafes and
restaurants that comes alive at night. If
the only window you have is the day, no
worries, there are plenty of BBQ spots
here too, as well as grassy areas for a
quiet picnic to sit and enjoy the view.
Scarborough Beach is about a 20-minute
drive north west of Perth, with buses
running regularly from the city.
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Take four

Holidays can be an expensive business if you don’t invest
wisely. But some tourist attractions are simply too cool to
ignore and are well worth the price of admission!
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Burj Khalifa, UAE

When it comes to being on holiday
and wanting to feel on top of the
world, you should look no further
than the world’s tallest building,

the Burj Khalifa in Dubai, UAE. This
gargantuan skyscraper stands almost
a full kilometre tall and is well worth
the approximately AS55 per person to
enter the structure’s observation deck.
It's not just the views of the incredible
desert and surrounding city-scape

to take in, with an assortment of

fun activities also on offer, such as

a digital glass walk which simulates
its own collapse, as well as a green
screen photo wall where you can take
home the perfect memento of you

pretending to scale the lofty landmark.
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Colour Factory,
USA

New York City is a vibrant and
colourful place to visit at the best
of times but checking out the city’s
much-hyped Color Factory in SoHo
will take that feeling to a whole
new chromosphere. Designed

to celebrate the spirituality of
colour, this flamboyant installation
features a range of weird and
wonderful rooms filled with
creative artworks, ball pits and
lighting displays. The price to get
in will set you back an estimated
AS54. Now that's better than simply
painting the town red, right?

Hengdian World
Studios, China

Sometimes referred to as
“Chinawood”, Hengdian World
Studios in Dongyang is the country’s
mecca for all things cinema and
television. Tourists can check out the
many wonderful worlds that Chinese
filmmakers have created over the
years to shoot an assortment of
successful projects. Labelled “zones”,
they include the Dazhi Temple
Scenic Area, which boasts the tallest
indoor statue of Shakyamun and is
where films like Two Peerless Heroes
and Living Buddha Qigong were
produced. Other zones include the
Hong Kong Street Zone, replicating
how the popular destination would
have looked back in the 19th
century. The price for admission is
approximately A$80.

: I}lﬂilllil.llll.:-.jz > |

Harry Potler
Studio Tour, UK

Walk in the footsteps of perhaps
one of the most famous literary
kids of all time, the bespectacled
Harry Potter. Located in London,
the Harry Potter Studio Tours
takes visitors through all of the
bizarre and wonderful worlds
that Harry himself had once
traversed, from studying at
Hogwarts to traipsing through
the mysterious Forbidden Forest.
True fans will also get a kick out
of seeing the authentic costumes
worn on set during the filming
up close, as well as some of the
beautifully crafted props. The
price for visiting such wizardry?
Roughly A$86 per adult and AS$70
per child.



keep your
cruising

dream alive

Dining is a key part of your cruising experience, so to help you choose
which ship you should sail on next, we're bringing you a series of

comparisons of onboard dining.

The vibrant and varied flavours of Asian cuisine make for a delightful
dining experience, so this week, we take a look at the Asian cuisine

options onboard luxury cruise ships.
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UmiUma &
Sushi Bar

Crystal Cruises

Umi Uma isn’t just your typical
Japanese restaurant, with master
chef Nobuyuki “Nobu” Matsuhisa
bringing his unique Japanese-
Peruvian fusion food to sea onboard
Crystal Symphony and Crystal
Serenity. The restaurant is Nobu’s
only sea-going offering and brings
all the flavours from his restaurant
empire to the ocean. Enjoy unique
combinations such as Nobu-style
lobster with truffle-yuzu sauce or a
dessert bento box with chocolate
souffle with shiso syrup and sesame
icecream. And at the sushi bar you
can enjoy fresh sushi and sashimi.
Umi Uma & Sushi Bar is open for

dinner and reservations are required.

Pacific Rim
Regent Seven Seas
Cruises

Drawing from cuisines across Asia,
Pacific Rim onboard Seven Seas
Splendor and Seven Seas Explorer
offers guests the chance to indulge
in favourites like spring rolls and
seafood laksa. Pacific Rim features
muted lighting and ocean views
through specially designed windows
in a lotus shape, a universal Asian
motif. Other culinary highlights
include Korean-style barbecue lamb
chops, Thai green chicken curry and
Chinese barbecue pork ribs. The
restaurant is open for dinner and is
included in your cruise fare, though
reservations are required.

Indochine &

Kaiseki
Silversea Cruises

Silversea offers two different

Asian restaurants on its fleet of
ships. Indochine provides a range
of Asian cuisines from Indian

and Thai to Vietnamese, while
Kaiseki focuses solely on Japanese
flavours. Indochine is one of the
main restaurants onboard offering
modern Asian fusion dishes, and as
such doesn’t require a reservation,
nor does it cost extra to dine there.
Kaiseki is a speciality restaurant and
is open for lunch for no additional
charge, with sushi and sashimi

the main offering. At dinner the
restaurant turns into a teppanyaki
dining experience and does cost
extra to make a reservation.
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Sushi

Seabourn

Seabourn’s Sushi is exactly what you
would expect from a restaurant with
such a name - delicious fresh sushi
and other Japanese dishes served

a la carte for dinner. Included in
your cruise fare, the menu includes
Hamachi, tuna, shrimp and other
fresh fish products shipped from
Japan to the restaurant and turned
into caviar, small plates and a
selection of maki rolls, sushi, sashimi
and salads. In addition to dinner,
guests can indulge in three different
types of bento box for lunch - meat,
seafood and vegetarian.
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Koko’s

Scenic Luxury
Cruises & Tours

As with most of the other restaurants
on this comparison, Koko’s onboard
Scenic Eclipse is an Asian fusion
restaurant, offering up dishes from
across the continent at lunch and
dinner time. However, as well as

the Asian fusion menu that the
restaurant offers, there is also Sushi
@ Koko’s and Teppanyaki @ Koko's,
both operating in the same venue
and bringing guests these authentic
Japanese dining experiences.

No reservations are required for
Koko’s but if you want to enjoy the
teppanyaki you will need to make a
booking.
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revoist— Whose flag is this?

Complete the entire grid using the
numbers 1-9. Numbers can only be used
once in each row, column, and 3x3 box.

4 8 7
8 3|2 4

O
W

~
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©

5 Arabs from East Africa and the Arabian
Peninsula have traded around the
region for centuries, which explains
why this country’s flag includes the red
background it has. The country actually
used a plain red flag for many years but
needed to distinguish themselves on
the national stage and introduced this
flag sometime in the 1930s. Do you know
whose flag this is?

2|5
7 1 4

www.sudokuoftheday.com - visit them and get a new Sudoku every day!
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Pub quiz

Regent Seven Seas Cruises was formerly known by what name?

What is the main tourist resort on the island of Phuket?

Lake Louise Ski Resort is located in which Canadian town?

What is the largest and most populous island in the Mediterranean Sea?
Kangaroo Point offers an enthralling view of the skyline of what city?

True or false: maintaining a policy of armed neutrality, Switzerland has not fought a
war since 1815.

Which country is the most recently admitted to the United Nations, joining in 2011?

8. What is by far the largest landlocked nation on earth, at almost twice the size of the
next-largest?

9. After the United States and Canada, what is the next most-populous English-speaking
country in the Americas?

10. The Czech Republic is also known by what short-form name?
11. What city is this collection of pictures spelling out?

e P g B o

N
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Pub quiz

1.

10.

Where in the
world?

This 8m tall statue of Marilyn Monroe
has moved around a bit, being
installed in this city between 2012
and 2014 before touring cities on the
east coast. As of last year however
she has returned to the first city and
will remain there permanently now,
despite polarising residents’ opinions
of the piece.

Do you know where in the world you
can find this statue?

What is the most populous landlocked
nation on earth, with more than double the
population of the next?

What is the largest island in the Caribbean?
What is the state religion of the Maldives?

“Russfeiring” is a popular tradition among
Norwegian students similar to which ritual
participated in by young Australians?

Which Tasmanian town is known as the
state’s big-game fishing capital?
According to Expedia founder Rich Barton,

where does the company gets its name from?

What percentage of Macao’s land has been
reclaimed from the sea?

a) 33%

b) 66%

) 99%

Which airline is famous for its distinctive
livery, featuring a “red nose”, and a range of
different famous faces on its fin?

Victory Monument is a large obelisk in which
city?

McDonnell Douglas merged with what other
aerospace manufacturer in 19977

How many words can you make
out of these nine letters? Every
word needs to include the letter
in the centre, have four letters or
more and not be a proper noun
or a plural. You can only use each
letter once. There’s also one word
that uses all nine letters.

A|D|A

RO M

L M| E

Good - 22 words
Very good - 33 words
Excellent - 43 words

NOTE: We've used Chambers Dictionary to
decide what words are acceptable.

Travel & Cruise Weekly Keep Dreaming 029 19



Pub quiz

1. Which country has by far reclaimed the most square kilometres of land from the sea?

w N

country?

Jetstar Asia Airways is based where?

@ N o s

Which American city is often abbreviated to SLC?
The Konark Sun Temple is depicted in the logo of which airline?

The Dominican Republic is located on which island?
. Which airline is the only in the world to be the flag carrier for more than one

Cape Town'’s Table Mountain looks out over which bay?
What Japanese city’s name literally translates to “eastern capital”?
Which country is known in its native language as “Hrvatska”?

10. Not including the four-hour stopover in Alice Springs, how long does The Ghan

passenger train take?
a) 45 hours
b) 54 hours
c) 63 hours

Whose flag is this?

This flag was designed by a student
organisation in the 1880s, when the country was
part of another nation’s empire.

The student organisation wanted to preserve
the traditions, language and culture of this
nation, which was being suppressed by the
empire.

The flag was chosen officially when the country
became in dependent in 1918, but it again

fell under another’s rule in 1940 and the flag
became illegal until the late 1980s when it flew
again. Do you know whose flag this is?
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Unscramble

How many words can you make out
of these nine letters? Every word
needs to include the centre letter,
have four letters or more and not
be a proper noun or a plural. You
can only use each letter once.

E|A|E

TIG R

DIL|IE

Good - 25 words
Very good - 37 words
Excellent - 49 words

NOTE: We've used Chambers Dictionary to
decide what words are acceptable.

FIPILIFIMIATK I KIOTKIMIO]S Y |S See if you can find these
AlKIC I MII J K I RIFIAIDIUIDI AIC words. They are hidden
horizontally, vertically
FIO/O S/ C|S|G|U R|Q|O|I | K|N|R and diagonally, forwards
Y 8 T|N E|A|/H LIN|I |T G|aq|n| y| andbackwards.
D E| I | E|N|L|B|]A/C AJE/ NY|O| M
LIA/K| I A/ OM|I | NIA M A Y D|P
A/ X C/IO/R|IR|L|K|S|D|J|H|E|R|T
M|C/ D/O|P|E|O/W|T|Q|C | J|D| A|I
B/ G/U|LIDI Y GIA|T|T|Y H Y H|O
C/G|IR/A|L|L|E|C|E|N/ T W I C|U
HIH/ L|S|P/AJR K/L/I  N|IG|F|P|S
OA/IV|O|L|V/A|/P|O|C|X|F O|S|S
P B EE/RI KIW|F|I HU C| K|Q]|Y
RIO|Z|A/LIN MR Q|L|B|Z|Y|L]|S
Y NIR|N|I|F|H|W AlE|K|Q|L|C
AOTEAROA DELICIOUS LAMBCHOP PAVLOVA
BEER FISHANDCHIPS MANUKA SCRUMPTIOUS
BLUFF HANGI MARLBOROUGH SPARKLING
CHARDONNAY HOKEYPOKEY ORGANIC WINECELLAR

This beautiful spot is situated just
right off the coast of this country.
One of the must visit within this
area is their famous vineyard.
Make sure you come and visit

to enjoy a delicious dining
experience and its panoramic
scenery, forests and rural farming
areas away from the crowds.

The question is can you guess
where is this?
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Make it at home

In these stressful times, we’re often looking
for a drink, so why not make one of our
unique cocktail recipes at home!

Tanna Coflee Espresso Martini

Vanuatu Tourism has shared this recipe with us, highlighting the island nation’s coffee.
Wherever you go in Vanuatu you’ll find Tanna Coffee, produced on the volcanic island of
Tanna. With over 100,000, these delicious-tasting beans help make a coffee that is perfect for
an espresso martini.

Ingredients

40mL vodka (if you like it lighter, replace
some of the vodka with a nip of Baileys
or Amarula)

20mL Kahlua

1 scoop of ground Tanna Coffee (Vanuatu
Tourism suggests a medium roast)

Ice cubes
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Method

Brew your Tanna Coffee to produce 20mL of fresh espresso.

Add espresso, vodka, Kahlua and ice cubes to cocktail
shaker and shake until frothy.

Strain the mixture into glasses (so you don'’t get any ice
cubes in your glass) and enjoy some of Vanuatu’s finest
produce in alcoholic form.

Puzzle answers

Page 18

Pub quiz: 1 Radisson Seven Seas Cruises, 2
Patong, 3 Banff, 4 Sicily,

5 Brisbane, 6 True, 7 South Sudan,

8 Kazakhstan, 9 Jamaica, 10 Czechia, 11
Wollongong (wool + long + gong)

Whose flag is this: The Maldives

Sudoku:
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Pub quiz: 1 Ethiopia, 2 Cuba, 3 Islam, 4
Schoolies week, 5 St. Helens, 6 A combination
of the words “exploration” and “speed”, 7 b)
66%, 8 Norwegian Air Shuttle, 9 Bangkok, 10
Boeing

Unscramble: adore, aloe, ammo, amoral,
areola, aroma, demo, doer, dole, dome, dorm,
earldom, load, loader, loam, loamed, lode,
lord, lore, MELODRAMA, memo, modal, mode,
model, modem, molar, mole, moral, morale,
more, morel, oared, older, oral, ordeal,
radome, redo, reload, road, roam, roamed,
rode, role

Where in the world: Forever Marilyn, Palm
Springs, USA
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Whose flag is this: Estonia

Unscramble: aged, aglet, agree, agreed,
degree, delegate, deterge, drag, dreg, eager,
eagle, eaglet, eagre, edge, edger, egret,
gale, gate, gated, gear, geared, geed, geld,
glad, glade, glare, glared, glee, grade, grate,
grated, great, greed, greet, greeted, lager,
large, ledge, ledger, legate, legatee, leger,
rage, raged, regal, regale, regaled, relegate,
RELEGATED

Pub quiz: 1 China, 2 Hispaniola,

3 Scandinavian Airlines, 4 Table Bay, 5 Tokyo,
6 Croatia, 7 Singapore, 8 Salt Lake City, 9 Air
India, 10 b) 54 hours
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Where in the world: Bay of Islands,
Northland, New Zealand
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